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Lessons learnt from the SIGI and 

Wikigender-Ciheam-UfM Online Discussion

Discrimination 
against rural 

women

Formal 
Laws

Informal 
Laws

Social 
Norms

Social 
Practices

OECD’s Social 

Institutions and 

Gender Index

Wikigender-Ciheam-

UfM joint online 

discussion (17-21 Sept)



1. Discriminatory legal frameworks restrict 

women’s land rights 

Obstacle:

Discriminatory 
inheritance rights 

(1/3 of Mediterranean

Countries)

Policy
Recommendation: 

promote and 
strengthen women’s 
land and inheritance 

rights

Good practice: 
Tunisia's Equal 
Inheritance Law
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Obstacle:

Discriminatory social 
norms on women’s 

access to land

Policy 
Recommendation:

Address
discriminatory social 
norms and practices 

Good practice:

FAO Dimitra Clubs

2. Discriminatory social norms weaken political

commitment towards rural women’s empowerment



A comprehensive approach to women’s 

land and inheritance rights

(1) Eliminate 
discriminatory 

legal provisions

(2) Harmonise 
customary 
laws with 

national legal 
frameworks

(3) Improve 
women’s 

legal literacy 
+ access to 

justice

(4) Challenge 
discriminatory 
social norms 

through 
awareness-

raising 
campaigns 

(5) Provide 
gender-

responsive 
access to 

enforcement 
mechanisms.



www.oecd.org/dev

Twitter.com/OECD_Centre

www.facebook.com/OECDDevelopmentCentre

www.youtube.com/user/DevCentre

www.flickr.com/photos/oecd_development_centre

Thank you for your attention

Alejandramaria.Meneses@oecd.org

For more information
http://www.oecd.org/dev/development-gender/

www.genderindex.org

www.wikigender.org 
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