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Addressing 
GBVH in 
commercial 
agriculture 
and fisheries
The GAIA (Gender Action in 
Agriculture) principles to end 
GBVH



Why principles?

o GBVH is a wide-spread endemic risk in commercial 
agriculture and fisheries, disproportionately affecting 
women and gender diverse workers.

o Risks of GBVH are driven by a myriad of factors including 
unequal power dynamics, lack of accountability for 
perpetrators.

o Businesses have a responsibility to ensure the safety of 
all their workers along with any visitors to their premises, 
including job seekers, temporary or contract workers.

o Current approaches to assess the likelihood and severity 
of GBVH risks fall short – social audits do not pick up 
these issues, and individual farms or sites are not able to 
address this on their own.

o We need a systems-based approach.
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Meaningful stakeholder engagement 

How we created the GAIA 
principles
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45 companies 22 NGOs 4 trade unions 
(including IUF, 
ITUC) 

22 experts, 
consultancies, 
MSIs, government 
and international 
agencies



GAIA 
principles
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Gender-responsive 
human rights due 
diligence

Freedom of Association 
and collective 
bargaining

Accountability and 
prevention focused on 
stopping perpetrators

Victim and survivor 
centred approach 



Addressing GBVH in commercial 
agriculture and fisheries

Key messages
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• A supply-chain approach to effectively prevent GBVH 
that is based on shared responsibility and realized 
through collaborative action 

• Freedom of Association and collective bargaining 

• Gender-responsive human rights due diligence with MSE

• Focus on building accountability and holding 
perpetrators

• Victim and survivor centred approach



Find out more
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• Find the principles on our webpage along with a 
summary and additional resources



Thank you

ella.frankel@eti.org.uk
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